Open letter to 2+ 2 students
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| am aware that a number of students who are due to join the University of Liverpool on the 2+2
programme have concerns about travelling and their safety when in the UK. | understand these
concerns, and the differences between the Coronavirus rates in the UK and in China, and know that
students and parents may be worried. Over recent weeks the University has noted these concerns,
and the request to provide an online alternative, and considered them in detail. Students on many
courses will be able to study online for up to the first four weeks of semester one if they choose to
do so, but there will not be an online option for the whole semester and | would like to explain why.
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We have a wide range of measures in place to help our students stay safe on campus and believe
there are significant advantages to an international degree by studying here in Liverpool. We are
unable to fully resource online programmes while also providing a high-quality campus-based
teaching experience. However, we have carefully considered and designed a high-quality curriculum
for next year which includes both on-campus teaching and some online lectures. We believe that a
blended curriculum will provide the best possible educational experience for our students and we
also know from feedback that many of our students (including international students) would prefer
the opportunity to return to in-person teaching, lab classes, field courses, seminars and studio work.
You can find more detailed information about this blended approach to study at
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/your-student-experience/our-plans-for-teaching/
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| would like to reassure all our international students that we plan to do everything possible to
support you, both before you arrive in Liverpool and once you are here. As mentioned above, we
have a range of measures in place to help support you and keep you safe on campus. You may find it
helpful to be aware of the following:
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Flights and welcome
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Some students will have already arranged flights but the University is aiming to provide charter
flights in September/October and you will hear from Hainan Airlines before the end of August, if
permissions are given. We will also be offering a meet and greet service at Manchester airport to
make sure you can safely travel from the airport to your accommodation in Liverpool. At the time of
writing, China is on the UK’s ‘amber list’ and currently the UK rules for those arriving mean they will
need to self-isolate in their accommodation for 10 days. There will be plenty of on-line welcome
activities made available to you during this time as well as bilingual colleagues to contact, if the need
arises.
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Delays to travel and start dates
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We know there may be circumstances where some students face a delay in arranging their travel or
visa, so most subjects at Liverpool have agreed to supporting overseas students to study fully online
for up to four weeks at the start of the next academic year. This means that students experiencing
travel delays could start on campus as late as 25th October (unfortunately this is not possible for
subjects that have essential laboratory teaching before this date). Please visit
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/your-student-experience/information-for-students-travelling-to-
the-uk/#startdates for further information about start dates and exceptions to this.
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Vaccinations and health and safety measures on campus
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All students should have had the two doses of a Chinese-approved vaccine before travelling, and
although this is not compulsory in the UK you may need proof of vaccination to travel. Once in the
UK, international students are eligible for the UK’s free vaccination scheme offering the Pfizer or
Moderna vaccine, please see https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/your-student-
experience/information-for-students-travelling-to-the-uk/#covid19. If you have had two doses of a
vaccine in China, you do not need further vaccinations in the UK, although they could be beneficial

and will boost your immunity. The UK vaccines will not cause an antigen response that could limit
your future travel. Registering with a doctor and the NHS on arrival is the easiest way to get the
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vaccine as soon as feasible. If you have not had a vaccination, or only one dose, you should arrange
this for as soon as you end your isolation period. The student support team and student
ambassadors will help you make these arrangements if needed.
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We will be arranging most of your on-campus teaching in rooms that are much larger than the
groups you will be in, so that there is plenty of space for you to socially distance if you wish to, and
the wearing of face masks will continue to be strongly encouraged. Similar measures will be in place
in our libraries so that you can study in safety with access to the full range of resources. Free COVID-
19 testing will continue to be available, for students and staff both with and without symptoms. We
will also continue with increased hygiene and cleaning regimes and hand sanitiser stations.
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Doing things safely does not mean reducing the number of opportunities on offer to you and | hope
that in Welcome Week — and in the year to come - you will take the opportunity to engage in the
wide range of activities available. From inspirational lectures to skills development opportunities,
there is much to engage with. These activities should not be underestimated — they will enrich your
time with us, support your academic success and enable you to develop the abilities so important to
future employers. And, of course, there will be plenty of safe social activities to enjoy too.
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You will also find that, outside campus, you will be able to access a full range of cultural, leisure,
sport and other activities available in Liverpool and beyond. The UK has seen a sustained reduction
in the number of serious cases of COVID-19 as a result of its vaccination programme, with nearly
76% of adults having had two doses of vaccine and 87% having one dose so far. We believe that the
roll-out of vaccines alongside continuing measures to reduce transmission has successfully reduced
the risk to our University community in such a way that students will be able to enjoy their
experience here in this next academic year.
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As | said at the start of this email, we fully understand your concerns. If you wish, | would encourage
you to speak with one of our Student Ambassadors( https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/chat/)
and/or speak with students in the Liverpool Chinese Students and Scholars Association or XJTLU
Society to find out more about what travelling to, living in and studying in the UK is like.
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We remain absolutely committed to ensuring you have the best possible experience during your
time with us. All of our programmes are designed to make sure you are supported to achieve your
learning outcomes and to challenge and inspire you, just as all good high-quality teaching should. |
hope to see you in Liverpool soon, we have a warm welcome planned for you.
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With best wishes
HLLT

Professor Gavin Brown
Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Education
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